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A-13
Story 1

UNCLE JAKE
Kindly old man demonstrates faith

Uncle Jake Simmons lives in the County Home for the Aged. One day he receives a letter from
his niece, Shirley Ann. She invites Uncle Jake to live with her and her husband, Dave. Shirley
Ann also sends Uncle Jake a check for forty dollars so that he can make the journey to her home
in El Cajon, California. The next day, Uncle Jake’s friend, Ed Barnes, receives a telegram saying
that his granddaughter has died. Ed is extremely sad, but he can’t go to the funeral because he
doesn’t have any money. Uncle Jake gives Ed some of the money from Shirley Ann so that he
can go to his granddaughter’s funeral. This leaves Uncle Jake only ten dollars for himself. Uncle
Jake decides to hitchhike to California. On his first day of hitchhiking, Uncle Jake walks for a
long time before a man named Clem agrees to give Uncle Jake a ride to Marysville, where
Clem’s wife and children are. After traveling for a while, the car breaks down. Uncle Jake stays
with the car while Clem walks to the nearest town to get a part to fix the car. Uncle Jake is in the
car for a long time, playing his mouth organ and talking to himself and to God. In the evening, a
man approaches the car and invites Uncle Jake to join his family for dinner. Uncle Jake enjoys
his dinner with the Preston family and then returns to the car. For the next few days, Uncle Jake
eats his meals with the Preston family and sleeps in the car. Finally, Clem returns to the car with
the part to fix it. As they get on their way again, Clem tells Uncle Jake that it took him a long
time to get back to the car because he got drunk while he was in town. Clem also explains that
his wife and children left him because of his problem with alcohol. Uncle Jake prays for God to
help Clem stop drinking, and when they arrive in Marysville, Clem and his wife are reunited.
Uncle Jake catches another ride and ends up in Delano, which is still over 100 miles from where
Shirley Ann lives. Uncle Jake doesn’t have enough money for a hotel room, so he tries to sleep
in a sheltered place outside of town. When Uncle Jake is too cold to try sleeping, he walks and
prays until he sees a house full of bright lights. Uncle Jake knocks on the door and meets Mrs.
Loveland, a Christian woman who invites him in for a hot breakfast. Then Mr. Loveland comes
home from his night job and arranges for Uncle Jake to ride with a pastor who is driving to El
Cajon. So Uncle Jake gets a ride directly to Shirley Ann’s house. He surprises Shirley Ann and
tells her how he gave away the money she sent him and hitchhiked to her house. Shirley Ann and
her husband are glad that they decided to invite Uncle Jake to live with them.

Main Characters
Uncle Jake Simmons—An elderly man who cared about people
Ed Barnes—Friend of Uncle Jake at the Home for the Aged
Clem Sanderfield—The first person to pick up Uncle Jake on the way to California
Shirley Ann—Uncle Jake’s niece who invited Uncle Jake to live with her family
Dave—Husband of Shirley Ann
Becky, Judy, and Mr. and Mrs. Preston—Family who fed Uncle Jake while he waited for Clem
Mr. and Mrs. Loveland—Kind couple who fed Uncle Jake and helped him find a ride to EI Cajon
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Other Characters Mentioned
Matron at the Home for the Aged
Granddaughter of Ed Barnes
Jesus—Savior of the world
Pastor who gave Uncle Jake a ride to EI Cajon

Content Questions
What instrument did Uncle Jake play?
What came with the letter Uncle Jake received from Shirley Ann?
Give two reasons Ed was sad after he received a telegram.
Why did Uncle Jake decide to hitchhike to Shirley Ann and Dave’s house?
Why was Uncle Jake sitting in a car by the side of the road for several hours one afternoon?
While Uncle Jake was sitting in the car, a man approached. What did the man want?
Why did it take Clem so long to get the part to fix the car?
Why had Clem’s wife left him?

© o N o gk~ w DN E

Why couldn’t Uncle Jake get a hotel room in Delano?

=
o

. Uncle Jake asked Mrs. Loveland for a cup of coffee, but what did Mrs. Loveland invite
Uncle Jake to have?

-
-

. Who gave Uncle Jake a ride from Delano to his niece’s house?

Discussion Questions

1. Uncle Jake gave away the money that Shirley Ann and Dave had worked hard to save for
him. If you were Shirley Ann or Dave, how would you have felt when you learned that Uncle
Jake gave the money away?

2. Why is it important to be kind to the people we meet?

3. Uncle Jake prayed for Clem, taught the Preston family how to pray, and talked about his
Christian beliefs with Mrs. Loveland. What are some ways you can share your faith with the
people around you?

4. Do you agree with Mrs. Loveland and Uncle Jake that “helping others is the only true
Christianity”? Why or why not?
Map Activity
Locate the following places:
(® EIl Cajon, California, where Shirley Ann and Dave lived.
® Marysville, California, where Clem was reunited with his wife and children.
% Delano, California, where Uncle Jake ate breakfast with Mrs. Loveland.
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A

Alaska
Anchorage, A23-2
Nenana, A23-2
Nome, A23-2
Port Safety, A23-2
Anchorage, Alaska, A23-2

C

California
Delano, A13-1
El Cajon, A13-1
Los Angeles, A21-2
Marysville, A13-1
Orange County, A22-1
Chicago, Illinois, A14-1, A16-2
China, A14-1
Cleveland, Ohio, A23-1
Colorado, A17-1
Colorado River, A24-2

D
Delano, California, A13-1
Detroit, Michigan, A21-1
E
El Cajon, California, A13-1

F

Farmington, Michigan, A21-1
France

Goderville, A19-2

Leon, A19-2

Paris, A19-2

G

Georgia, West City, A19-1
Germany, A21-2
Goderville, France, A19-2

H

Harbor Springs, Michigan,
A21-1

|
Ilinois, Chicago, Al4-1, A16-2

Index of Geographical Locations

L

Leon, France, A19-2
Los Angeles, California, A21-2

M

Manhattan, New York, A14-2
Marysville, California, A13-1
Memphis, Tennessee, A21-1
Michigan
Detroit, A21-1
Farmington, A21-1
Harbor Springs, A21-1

N

Nenana, Alaska, A23-2
New York
Manhattan, A14-2
New York City, A21-2
New York City, New York,
A21-2
Nome, Alaska, A23-2

O

Ohio, Cleveland, A23-1

Oklahoma, A24-1

Orange County, California,
A22-1

P

Paris, France, A19-2
Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, A15-1
Tarentum, A17-2
Titusville, A17-2
Venango Valley, A17-2
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Al5-1
Port Safety, Alaska, A23-2

R

Richmond, Virginia, A23-1
Russia, A14-1

S
Seattle, Washington, A23-2
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T

Tarentum, Pennsylvania, A17-2
Tennessee, Memphis, A21-1
Texas, A16-2, A24-2
Titusville, Pennsylvania, A17-2

U
United States of America, A14-1

\Y

Venango Valley, Pennsylvania,
Al7-2
Virginia, Richmond, A23-1

w

Washington, Seattle, A23-2
West City, Georgia, A19-1
Wisconsin, A15-1



A

Alexander, Earl H., A14-2
Announcer at a baseball game,
Al8-2
Anson, Roy, A22-2
Armstrong
Hank, Al4-1
Henry, Al4-1
Margaret, Al4-1
twins, A14-1

B

Barkley
Helen, A24-1
Mr., A24-1
Sherrie, A24-1
Steve, A24-1
Barnes, Ed, A13-1
Bartlett, Mrs., A20-2
Bert, friend of Mary Ann, A22-1
Bev, friend of Mary Ann, A22-1
Big Carl, father of Jon, A23-2
Bill, a train engineer, A23-1
Bill, friend of Steve, A24-1
Bill, member of the Boys Club,
Al7-1
Billy, boy who lost his cat,
A24-2
Billy’s father, A24-2
Billy’s uncle, A24-2
“Birdie,” see Ma, Millie’s
mother
Blythe, Ann, A16-1
Bob, boy searching for artifacts,
A24-2
Borden, Danny, A16-2
Buckley, Mary, A21-1

C

Caldwell, Mr., A17-1

Carl, thirteen-year-old boy
whose parents let him drive,
A22-2

Carmichael, Lefty, A13-2

Carol, ex-girlfriend of Greg,
Al6-2

Carol, friend of Mary Ann,
A22-1

Carson
Calvin, A18-2

Index of Characters

Mrs., A18-2
Shirley, A18-2
Sidney, A18-2
Carter
Amy, Al16-2
Mrs., Al16-2
Mr., see Lefty Carmichael,
Al13-2
Charlie, a chicken thief, A17-1
Chemist who examined crude
oil, A17-2
Chico, member of a pipeline
crew, A22-1
Chief Thundercloud, A23-1
Clark, Dr., A20-2
Conductor who found
Tiger/Mickey, A24-2
Connie, friend of Marcie, A15-2
Conrad, Mrs., A16-1
Crawford, Dr., A22-2
Customer
at a Laundromat, A14-2
at an inn, A19-2
who had corn to be ground
into meal, A23-1

D

Dave, husband of Shirley Ann,
Al3-1
Dave, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1
Davies
Charles “Pumpkin,” A17-1
Dan, A17-1
Mrs., Al7-1
Walt, A17-1
Davis
Mr. and Mrs., A24-2
Scott, Al4-1
Delmar, Mike’s uncle, A22-1
Denver, Greg, A16-2
Doctor of Nome, A23-2
Drake, Colonel, A17-2
Dude, member of a pipeline
crew, A22-1
Dumont, Mr., A22-2

E

Ed Barnes’s granddaughter,
A13-1
Ernie, engineer on a train, A24-2
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Evans
Jim, Al4-1
Mr., A15-2

Evelyn, customer at a
Laundromat, A14-2

F

Farley
Mr. and Mrs., A19-1
Russell, A19-1
Father of Bob and Jill, A24-2
Frederic, captain of a seal-
hunting vessel, A23-2
Fretcher, Don, A18-2
Friends of Greg Denver, A16-2

G

Galbreth, Mr., A19-1

Grandly
Albert, A21-1
Mr. and Mrs., A21-1

Grandma, grandmother of
Irving, A24-1

Grandpa, grandfather of Irving,
A24-1

Grandpa, grandfather of Marcie,
A15-2

Gray, Mr., A22-1

Grimes
baby, A15-1
Jerome, Al5-1
Kathleen, A15-1

Gunner, a dog sled driver,
A23-2

H

Hammond, Judge, A21-1

Hank, Mr., A18-1

Harry, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1

Higgins, Ed, A14-1

Horner, Mr., A21-1

Houlbreque, Duke, A19-2

Immigrants on a ship bound for
New York, A21-2

Immigration officer in New
York, A21-2

Indians, A23-1



Innkeeper, A19-2
Irving, young boy who had a
hard time obeying, A24-1

J

Jack, fireman on a train, A24-2

Jack, fourteen-year-old boy who
wanted to drive, A22-2

Jack, pitcher for the Tigers,
Al18-2

Jack, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1

Jack’s father, A22-2

Jack’s mother, A22-2

Jackson, Mr., Al15-1

Jane, friend of Amy, A16-2

Jean, friend of Ann, A16-1

Jeff, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1

Jennings, Miss, A15-2

Jesus, A13-1, A13-2

Jill, girl searching for artifacts,
A24-2

Jim, man who offered to help
take Little Princess home,
Al8-1

Joe, coworker of Mr. Mason,
A22-2

Joe, Millie’s uncle, A20-1

Jon, boy who wanted to become
a seal hunter, A23-2

Joseph
James “Jimmy Joe,” A14-2
Mrs., Al4-2
Sally, A14-2

Joshua, man who knew Dan
Davies, A17-1

K

Kelley
Bob, A20-2
Mary, A20-2
Mr. and Mrs., A20-2
William, A20-2
Kenmore, Albert, A19-1

L

Lee, Virgil, A18-2

Lennie, friend of Mary Ann,
A22-1

Lenny, Irving’s great-uncle,
A24-1

Leo, member of the Boys Club,
Al7-1

Leroy, Mr., A19-1

Lincoln, Abraham, A19-1

Lindley, Mr., A18-1

Lipton, Miss, A14-2

Lisa, friend of Marcie, A15-2

Lisa, girl Hank invited to the
prom, Al4-1

Little Claus, one of Jon’s
students, A23-2

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth,
Al16-2, A17-2

Louis XVI, King of France,
A19-2

Loveland, Mr. and Mrs., A13-1

Lovell, Mrs., A15-1

M

Ma “Birdie,” Millie’s mother,

A20-1
Mahoney

Judy, A23-1

Mr. and Mrs., A23-1
Malandain

Collette, A19-2

Jean, A19-2
Man

who found a pocketbook,

Al19-2
who offered to buy the
McClintock farm, A17-2

Marx, Dr., A15-2
Mary, customer at a

Laundromat, A14-2
Mason

Carlos, A22-2

Mr. and Mrs., A22-2
Matron at the Home for the

Aged, A13-1
Mayor

of Goderville, A19-2

of Nome, A23-2
McClintock

Mr., Al7-2

Sally, A17-2
McGillan, Mrs., A19-1
McMuichael, Mrs., A20-2
Meres, Roy, A23-1
Messenger boys, A14-2
Mike, young man who stood up

for his beliefs, A22-1
Mike’s dad, A22-1
Miller

Mike, A23-1
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Sadie, A23-1
Millie, a girl who learns to play
the violin, A20-1
Mills
Carl, A15-2
Marcie, A15-2
Mr. and Mrs., A15-2
Monroe, Coach, A18-2
Moose, friend of Mary Ann,
A22-1
Morris, man who worked for
Joe, A21-1

N

Nelson
Corky, A18-1
Mr. and Mrs., A18-1
Whitaker, A18-1

Noblemen in the service of King
Louis XVI, A19-2

Nurse at the hospital, A22-2

O

Olkum, Claude, A21-1
Olson, A23-2
Onlookers at a fire, A21-1

P

Pa, Millie’s father, A20-1
Pastor of the church Ann
attended, A16-1
Pastor who gave Uncle Jake a
ride to EI Cajon, A13-1
People at the scene of an
accident, A22-2
Peterson
Ann, Al6-1
Mr. and Mrs., A16-1
Mr., A24-1
Pike, Marge, A16-1
Police
dispatcher and officers,
A22-1
Prefect of, A19-2
who arrested Stingecombe,
A19-2
Preston
Becky, A13-1
Judy, A13-1
Mr. and Mrs., A13-1



R

Ramsey, Mr., A21-2
Randolph

Lucinda, A19-1

Miles, A19-1

Mr., A22-1

Muriel, A19-1
Reed

Jessie, A13-2

Jimmy, A13-2

Mrs., A13-2

Ronald, A13-2
Rich, foreman of a pipeline

crew, A22-1
Richards

Mary Ann, A22-1

Mrs., A22-1
Rogers

Catherine, A20-2

Helen, A22-1

Jerry, A22-1

Mr., A22-1
Ron, friend of Marcie, A15-2
Roosevelt, President, A14-2
Roy, Millie’s uncle, A20-1
Roy, uncle of Steve, A24-1
Ruskin, John, A14-1
Rutter

Frank, A17-1

Mrs., Al7-1

S

Sanderfield, Clem, A13-1

Sanders, Mr., A20-1

Sandra, friend of Mary Ann,
A22-1

Sandy, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1

Scazzari, Mr., A18-2

Schmidt
Louis, A21-2
Mr. and Mrs., A21-2

Scott, friend of Steve, A24-1

Secretary at the Leroy Chemical
Company, A19-1

Settlers, A23-1

Sheriff who arrested the chicken
thief, A17-1

Shiloh, Benny, A18-2

Shipmate who offered to go with
Louis to the immigration
department, A21-2

Shirley Ann, niece of Uncle
Jake, Al13-1

Shopkeeper who gave Jim a
puppy, Al5-1
Showalter, Mr., A21-1
Simmons, Jake, A13-1
Smith
Billy, A17-2
Miss, A23-1
Officer, A21-2
Samuel, A17-2
Stanfield
Mrs., A21-1
Thomas, A21-1
Steel
Johnny, A17-2
Johnny, Jr., A17-2
Mrs., Al7-2
Steve, student in Mike’s
graduating class, A22-1
Stingecombe
Babette, A19-2
Bastion, A19-2
Store clerk at a dress shop,
A15-2
Store owner, A20-1

Students in Mike’s graduating

class, A22-1
Sullivan
Joe, A21-1
Mr. and Mrs., A21-1
brother and sister of Joe,
A21-1

T

Team members of the Mud
Hens, A18-2

Thompson, Craig, Al4-2

Timpkin, Mr., A21-2

Tom, friend of Gunner, A23-2

Tommy, a messenger boy,
Al4-2
Touey, Walter, A23-1

U

Uncle Jake, see Jake Simmons,

Al3-1

Vv
Van Dynen, Scott, A14-2

Von Prausser, Hermann, A22-2

w
Wakely, Carl, A18-2
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Wallace
Mr. and Mrs., A18-1
Warden of the state penitentiary,
Al13-2
Williams
Cora, Al15-1
Jim, A15-1
Willis, Rusty, A17-1
Wolcott, Great-Grandma, A20-1
Worker at an inn, A19-2
Wren, Melvin, A18-2

Y
Ying, Mr., Al4-2

Z
Zender, Old Lady, A24-1





