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GS-1 

Story 1 

THE BRAVEST ONE 

Brave Vietnam War orphan 

Jeremiah Smith runs an orphanage in Vietnam. Nyan-Vet, an eleven-year-old boy, loses his 

family and moves into the orphanage. He is quiet at first, but he becomes one of the most popular 

children in the orphanage. Nyan-Vet is asked to work around the compound instead of going to 

school because he causes so much trouble in the classroom. One day, Nyan-Vet meets John 

Michael Flanagan, a Marine. They become friends and Nyan-Vet spends much of his time with 

the Marines. John Michael Flanagan decides to adopt Nyan-Vet and take him to the United 

States. The day before they are to leave, the orphanage is set on fire by bombs. Nyan-Vet runs 

into the orphanage to save his friends and he is killed. Years later, John Michael Flanagan 

describes Nyan-Vet as the bravest person he ever met.
*
 

Time Period Covered: During the Vietnam War (1961–1975) 

Main Characters 

Jeremiah Smith—Director of an orphanage in Vietnam 

Nyan-Vet—An eleven-year-old orphan 

Miss Vaughn—A teacher at the orphanage 

John Michael Flanagan—A Marine 

Other Characters Mentioned 

Pierre—Frenchman who ran the orphanage before Jeremiah Smith 

Wan-Li—Sister of Nyan-Vet 

San Se Li—An orphan 

Sally—Wife of John Michael Flanagan 

Mike and Kelly—Marines 

Content Questions 

1. How much time passed before the bodies of Nyan-Vet’s family were found in the rubble? 

2. What did the children in the orphanage call Jeremiah Smith? 

3. What did the sign on Jeremiah’s back say? 

4. Where was Jeremiah from? 

5. What did Nyan-Vet put in his classmate’s desk? 

6. What did John Michael Flanagan give to Nyan-Vet? 

                                                 
*
 Details have been changed, but this story is based on actual events during the Vietnam War. 
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7. Why was John Michael Flanagan so fond of Nyan-Vet? 

8. Who was Sally? 

9. Who wanted to adopt Nyan-Vet and take him to the United States? 

10. How did John Michael Flanagan describe Nyan-Vet? 

Discussion Questions 

1. What does this story teach us about the way we should treat people who have lost loved 

ones? 

2. Nyan-Vet was very mischievous. What do you think about some of the tricks he played in the 

story? 

3. What are some things that would scare you if you were going to travel to a country you had 

never seen? What are some of the things you would be excited about? 

4. Nyan-Vet was very brave, but is it ever a good idea to run into a burning building? Why or 

why not? 

Map Activity 

Locate the following places: 

 Texas, where John Michael Flanagan lived before the war. 

 Des Moines, Iowa, where some of the soldiers lived before the war. 

 Vietnam, a small country in Asia torn apart by war. 



PPLLEEAASSEE  NNOOTTEE::  

PPAAGGEESS  AARREE  

MMIISSSSIINNGG  FFRROOMM    

TTHHIISS  SSAAMMPPLLEE
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Index of Geographical Locations 

A 

Albion, New York, GS5-2 

America, see United States 

Anstadt, Germany, GS6-2 

Arizona, GS2-2 

B 

Babylon, GS4-2 

Bath, England, GS4-2 

Berlin, Germany, GS5-1 

Brandywine, Pennsylvania, 

GS6-1 

Bridgeport, Connecticut, GS5-2 

Britain, GS5-1 

C 

California, GS2-2 

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, GS6-1 

Cincinnati, Ohio, GS5-2 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport, GS5-2 

Ridgefield, GS5-2 

D 

Des Moines, Iowa, GS1-1 

Dresden, Germany, GS6-2 

Duanesburg, New York, GS5-1 

E 

Eisenach, Germany, GS6-2 

Elk River, GS6-1 

England, GS1-2, GS3-1, GS4-2, 

GS5-2 

Bath, GS4-2 

London, GS3-1, GS4-2 

Europe, GS6-2 

F 

Florida, GS2-2 

France, GS1-2 

Paris, GS1-2 

G 

Germantown, Pennsylvania, 

GS6-1 

Germany, GS6-1, GS6-2 

Anstadt, GS6-2 

Berlin, GS5-1 

Dresden, GS6-2 

Eisenach, GS6-2 

Hamburg, GS6-2 

Lübeck, GS6-2 

Lüneburg, GS6-2 

Ohrdruf, GS6-2 

Weimar, GS6-2 

H 

Hamburg, Germany, GS6-2 

I 

Iowa, Des Moines, GS1-1 

L 

London, England, GS3-1, GS4-2 

Long Island, New York, GS5-2 

Louisiana, New Orleans, GS5-1, 

GS5-2 

Lübeck, Germany, GS6-2 

Lüneburg, Germany, GS6-2 

M 

Manhattan, New York, GS5-2 

Midwestern United States, 

GS2-1 

Monmouth, New Jersey, GS6-1 

N 

Netherlands, GS6-1 

New Jersey 

Monmouth, GS6-1 

Trenton, GS6-1 

Perth Amboy, GS5-1 

New Orleans, Louisiana, GS5-1, 

GS5-2 

New Salem, New York, GS5-1 

New York, GS5-1, GS6-1 

Albion, GS5-2 

Duanesburg, GS5-1 

Long Island, GS5-2 

Manhattan, GS5-2 

New Salem, GS5-1 

New York City, GS5-1, 

GS5-1, GS6-1 

Schenectady, GS5-2 

New York City, New York, 

GS5-1, GS5-2, GS6-1 

O 

Ohio, Cincinnati, GS5-2 

Ohrdruf, Germany, GS6-2 

P 

Paris, France, GS1-2 

Pennsylvania 

Brandywine, GS6-1 

Carlisle, GS6-1 

Germantown, GS6-1 

Philadelphia, GS6-1 

Valley Forge, GS6-1 

Persia, GS5-1 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey, 

GS5-1 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

GS6-1 

Poland, GS4-1 

Warsaw, GS4-1 

R 

Ridgefield, Connecticut, GS5-2 

S 

Schenectady, New York, GS5-2 

Schuylkill River, GS6-1 

T 

Tennessee, GS5-2 

Texas, GS1-1 

Trenton, New Jersey, GS6-1 

U 

United States, GS1-1, GS1-2 

Midwest, GS2-1 

V 

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 

GS6-1 

Vietnam, GS1-1 

W 

Warsaw, Poland, GS4-1 

Weimar, Germany, GS6-2 
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Index of Characters 

A 

Amos, servant of the Irvines, 

GS6-1
*
 

Anderson, Andrew, GS3-1 

Anna, young girl in Poland, 

GS4-1 

Appleton, Tefra Bixby, GS2-1 

Archer, Andrea, GS1-2 

B 

Bach 

Anna, GS6-2
*
 

Frau (Mrs.), GS6-2 

Johann Ambrosius, GS6-2 

Johann Christoph, GS6-2 

Johann Sebastian, GS6-2 

Maria Barbara, GS6-2 

Beecher, GS5-2 

Betsy, a little girl with big faith, 

GS2-2 

Biglow, Horatio, GS5-2 

Bradbury, William B., GS5-2 

British soldiers, GS3-1 

Brooks, Philip, GS5-2 

Buxtehude, Dietrich, GS6-2 

C 

Carrie, sister of Frances Crosby, 

GS5-2 

Catherine, a wealthy woman, 

GS4-1 

Catherine, sister of Madeleine, 

GS1-2 

Chevalier 

Annette, GS1-2 

Francois, GS1-2 

George, GS1-2 

Madame Sylvie, GS1-2 

Clements, Dr., GS5-2 

Clifford 

Michael (Mike), the third, 

GS3-2 

Michael, the first, GS3-2 

Mike's mother, GS3-2 

Clinton, Sir Henry, GS6-1 

Clyde, a rancher, GS3-2 

                                             
*
 Character may be based on a 

historical person, but real name 

is unknown. 

Cooper 

Betty, GS3-1 

James (Jim), GS3-1 

Mark, GS3-1 

Crosby 

Eunice, GS5-1 

Frances (Fanny) Jane, 

GS5-1, GS5-2 

Howard, GS5-2 

John, GS5-1 

Mercy, GS5-1 

D 

David, King of Israel, GS4-2 

De Lierne, GS1-2 

Doane, William Howard, GS5-2 

Dobrie, Anna's father, GS4-1 

Dobrie's wife, Anna's mother, 

GS4-1 

Drummond, George, GS6-1
*
 

E 

Elizabeth, Queen, GS3-1 

Esther, GS4-2 

F 

Flanagan 

John Michael, GS1-1 

Sally, GS1-1 

Florence, niece of Frances 

Crosby, GS5-2 

Frank, father of Betsy, GS2-2 

Franklin, Amy, GS2-1 

Froberger, GS6-2 

Frost, Robert, GS2-1 

G 

Garcia, Mr., GS2-2 

Gilpin, Bernard, GS3-1 

Greene, Nathanael, GS6-1 

Gregory, servant of Sir Richard, 

GS4-2 

H 

Hall, Dr. John, GS5-2 

Hays 

John, GS6-1 

Mary Ludwig, GS6-1 

Henderson, Mr., GS2-2 

I 

Irvine 

Ann, GS6-1 

William, GS6-1 

J 

Jacob, brother of Anna, GS4-1 

Jansen, Olaf, GS3-2 

Jason, a boy cared for by 

ranchers during the Great 

Depression, GS3-2 

Jenkins, a farmer, GS6-1
*
 

Jess, a bully, GS2-1 

Jesus, GS3-1, GS6-2 

Jewelers, GS4-1 

Jimmy, brother of Besty, GS2-2 

Johnston, James, GS6-1 

Jonah, GS4-2 

K 

Kechinka, Madame, GS1-2 

Kelly, a Marine, GS1-1 

King's guards, GS4-1 

L 

Lady Emily (Little Em), GS4-2 

Lafayette, GS6-1 

Lowry, Robert, GS5-2 

Ludwig, Jacob, GS6-1 

M 

Maddie, a rancher, GS3-2 

Madeleine, Sylvie's best friend, 

GS1-2 

Main, Sylvester, GS5-2 

Manager of a field of lettuce, 

GS2-2 

Marcel, Monsieur, GS1-2 

Marchand, Jean Louis, GS6-2 

Margo, sister of Anna, GS4-1 

Maria, a wealthy woman, GS4-1 

Mark, a friend of Thorny, GS2-1 

Marka, Pastor, GS4-1 

Martha, mother of Betsy, GS2-2 

Mary, Queen, GS3-1 

Medical attendants, GS3-1 

Mendelssohn, Felix, GS6-2 

Mike, a friend of Thorny, GS2-1 

Mike, a Marine, GS1-1 
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Minister at the funeral for 

Johann Sebastian's parents, 

GS6-2
*
 

Moody, Dwight L., GS5-2 

Mordecai, GS4-2 

Mott, Dr. Valentine, GS5-1 

Mueller, Frau, GS6-2
*
 

Murray, Hamilton, GS5-1 

N 

Nyan-Vet, an eleven-year-old 

orphan, GS1-1 

P 

Pete, a boy cared for by ranchers 

during the Great Depression, 

GS3-2 

Peter, Simon, GS6-2 

Peter, brother of Anna, GS4-1 

Pierre, Frenchman who ran the 

orphanage before Jeremiah 

Smith, GS1-1 

Police captain, GS2-1 

Police officer, GS2-1 

Polk, James Knox, GS5-2 

R 

Railroad man whose daughter 

had died, GS5-1
*
 

Reinken, GS6-2 

Robbie, brother of Betsy, GS2-2 

Rocky, a bully, GS2-1 

Rodney, young man Lady Emily 

nearly married, GS4-2 

Rogers 

Mrs., GS4-2 

Timothy, GS4-2 

William, GS4-2 

S 

San Se Li, an orphan, GS1-1 

Sarah, servant of Lady Emily, 

GS4-2 

Scrooge, GS3-1 

Shopkeepers, GS4-1 

Silversmiths, GS4-1 

Sir Richard, GS4-2 

Smith, Jeremiah, GS1-1 

Soldiers, GS6-1 

Stanislaw, King of Poland, 

GS4-1 

Striker, Peter, GS5-2 

Students at Fanny's school, 

GS5-1 

Sylvanias, Fanny's grandfather, 

GS5-1 

T 

Thornton Bixby Alexander the 

Third (Thorny), GS2-1 

Thorny's parents, GS2-1 

Travis, a boy cared for by 

ranchers during the Great 

Depression, GS3-2 

Tyler, John, GS5-1 

V 

Van Alstyne, Alexander, GS5-2 

Van Meter, Pastor, GS5-2 

Vaughn, Miss, GS1-1 

von Steuben, Baron Friedrich, 

GS6-1 

Vroom, Peter, GS5-1
*
 

W 

Wadsworth, Jeremiah, GS6-1 

Walker, Jason, GS2-1 

Wan-Li, sister of Nyan-Vet, 

GS1-1 

Washington, George, GS6-1 

Watts, Mr., GS2-1 

Werter, Frau, GS6-2
*
 

Wilcke, Anna Magdalena, 

GS6-2 

Willy Black Cloud, GS2-2 

Wolff, town carpenter, GS6-2
* 

 


